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STAFF,  December,  1943. 
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The  fo'llowing  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Italics— on  active  service. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Offioer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

E>eputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 
B.  A.  Astley  Weston, 

M.B.,Ch.B.,  (Bristol),  M.R.C  S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P  H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  ; 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

H.  Campbell,  M.B.,  Ch.B„  D.P.H. 

City  Analyst : *H.  F.  Barke,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Insp>ector : 

A.  Tyler,  Cert.  San.  I.,  Meat  I.,  and  Smoke  I., 

Ollett  Medalist 

District  Inspectors : 

W.  T.  Blake,  M.M.,  Cert.  San.  I. 

J.  W.  Elliott,  do. 

R.  W.  L.  Read  do. 

G.  W.  Dhenin  do. 

H.  F.  Binder  do.  (from  15/11  43) 

Miss  K.  E Bellerby  do.  (from  1/3/43) 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer  : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer:  H.  CampheV,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

do.  Acting : Drs.  Brenda  Hutchinson  and  Ian  Gordon 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  : 

*Mrs.  B.  E.  Rose,  S.R.N.,  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 
♦Mrs.  E.  F.  Walker,  S.R.N.  (from  5/4/43) 

Health  Visitors — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Miss  G.  Sparshatt,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M  ; New  Health  Visitors’ 
Certificate. 

Mrs  E.  M.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  P.  E.  Tim  thy,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Certificate 

Miss  J.  B.  John,  S.R.N. , S.C.M., 

Certificate 

Miss  G.  Davies,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 
(from  1/1/43) 

Clerks ; 

C.  J.  Pring,  Chief  Clerk  C.  J.  Taylor 

R.  G.  Lav  IS  J.  Snowdon 

R.  E Adams  Miss  H.  J . Batstone 

V.  G.  I'tidge 


New  Health  Visitors' 
New  Health  Visitors” 
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Temporary  Staff  : 

Mrs.  E Sylvester 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Welch 
Mrs.  R.  Dolman 
Miss  L.  A.  Clifford 


Miss  M.  E.  Ainsworth 
N.  R.  A.  Ludlow 
L.  Young 


Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 

Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton  *Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas 
D>-  H.  Campbell  *Dr.  A.  Leech- Wilkinson 

*Dr.  Helen  Dixon 

Superintendent  of  Council  Midwives  ; 

*Miss  A.  Cook,  S.R  N.,  S.C.M. 

Council  Midwives  : 

Miss  M.  E.  Thomas  Miss  E.  M.  Slocombe 

,,  A.  Howarth  ,,  M.  Smith 

Medical  Officer  to  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital) 
*Dr.  R.  Waterhouse 

Medical  Officer  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  : ^ 

'‘  Miss  Maud  F.  Forrester-Brown,  M.D.,  M.S.  (Lon4.)- 

Public  Vaccinators  ; 

Dr.  H.  Campbell 
Dr.  Astley  Weston 
*Dr.  P.  H Knowles 

Vaccination  Officer  : 

C.  J.  Pring 

Matron,  Weston  Lodge  Nursing  Home,  Miss  V.  Pitt 


CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Medical  Attendant : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Matron  : Miss  M.  M.  Thompson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officers  at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital : 

Dr.  F Kohn,  Dr.  Clara  D.  Cross,  Dr.  M.  H.  Hall, 

Dr.  W.  H.  Whelan,  Dr.  Kathleen  M.  Chipperfield, 

Dr.  M.  Macaulay  and  *Dr.  E.  M.  Pearse 
^District  Medical  Officers ; 

Dr.  J . B,  Bennett 
Dr.  T.  C.  Halley 
Dr.  E.  R.  Matthews 
Dr.  P.  H.  Knowles 
Dr.  R.  Lynn 
Dr.  R.  Scott  Reid 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  Authority. 

‘Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS.  ' 

City  and  Countv  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  51°  23'  N.,  Longitude  2o  21'  VV. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  to 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

'Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  61,305.000  gallons.  Average  daily  consumption,  1943, 
22.45  gallons  per  head  ; 1938-42  25.31  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population  -Pre-war,  about  69,000  (see  below). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  Census  1931,  15,599  (t.c.,  structurally  separate  dwellings 
occupied  by  private  families).  Estimate  for  1943,  18,000. 


Years 

1 

1943.  j 

1942.  1 

Mean  of 
1936-40. 

Mean  o f 
1931-35. 

_ , (Birth  and  Marriage  rates 

Population  1 

72,910 

76,600 

70,432 

68,556 

72,910 

76,600 

70,908 

68,556 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  75yrs.,  1866-1940,  31  02i 

ns).... 

27'96 

28  92 

31T4 

30  62 

Rateable  Value  in  October 

£ 

624,226 

626,966 

619,703 

577,182 

Rates— Total  per  £ 

"i 

12/- 

11/6 

10/6 

10/- 

One  penny  General  Rate  produced  ... 

2,510 

2,576 

2,390 

2,251 

Total  net  indebtedness 

£ 

2,478,289  1 

2,568,292 

2, 211, 120 

1,896,791 

Ditto  per  person  ... 

£ 

36-0-3  t 

30-19-10 

32-7-6 

27-11-5 

Marriages— Number  Registered  ... 

513 

639 

731 

552 

Rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

14  1 

180 

20  7 

16  1 

Ditto.  England  and 

Wales 

14  3 

17  8 

19  2 

16T 

Births —Number 

Bath 

1142 

1139 

877 

767 

Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

15  7 

14  9 

12  4 

112 

Ditto.  Englandand 

Wales 

165 

15'8 

14'9 

15  0 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  infants 

born 

Bath 

70 

48 

49 

Deaths — Number — Civilian  Bath  residents  f 

1026 

1082 

1076 

982 

Net  rate  per  1000  population. 

Bathf 

14  1 

14  1 

15  1 

14  3 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex 

t 

116 

116 

113 

10  5 

Death  Rate  , England  and  Wales 

121 

1L6 

12'5 

12  0 

Infant  Mortality — ... 

Bath 

44 

145 

43 

42 

England  and 

Wales 

49 

49 

55 

62 

Illegitimate  Infants 

Bath 

118 

100 

42 

76 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under 

2 yrs.) 

9 

4 

1 

3 

Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births. 

Bath 

7 9 

3'5 

I 0 

^*7 

Ditto.  do.  England  and 

Wales 

53 

5 2 

5 3 

6 2 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

37 

38 

' 40 

40 

“Other"  Tuberculosis 

7 

12 

i ^ 

Q 

Influenza 

38 

10 

1 25 

32 

t Excluding  Air  Raid  Casualties. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  -Continued 


Years 

1943 

1942 

Mean  of 
1936-40 

Mean  of 
1931-35 

Pneumonia 

62 

48 

57 

60 

Bronchitis 

29 

23 

20 

32 

Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc..  Heart 

144 

^ 177 

155 

142. 

Disease  & other  Circulatory  diseases 

426 

492 

458 

333. 

Nephritis 

38 

18 

38 

44 

Senile  Decay 

27 

28 

32 

49 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic”  Diseases  ... 

19 

9 

8 

8. 

Violence 

33 

t51 

43 

34 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0 51 

0 50 

0 57 

0 58. 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0 10 

0 16 

008 

0 13 

Influenza 

0 52 

0 13 

0 35 

047 

Pneumonia 

0'85 

063 

080 

088 

Bronchitis 

040 

030 

028 

047 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 

0 08 

005 

OTO 

0-22. 

Cancer 

F98 

2'31 

2T8 

207 

Deaths  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 

50 

t51 

38 

32 

1 to  5 years 

16 

tl6 

14 

1+ 

Between  5 and  60  years 

230 

+228 

239 

231 

Over  60  years 

730 

t787 

788 

704 

Infectious  Disease — Cases  notifled 

Diphtheria 

80 

78 

111 

51 

Scarlet  Fever 

182 

167 

129 

130’ 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

24 

27 

28 

17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

9 

6 

10 

Puerperal  Fever... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

23 

25 

17 

18 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

75 

61 

51 

80 

“ Other " Tuberculosis  ...  : 

9 

9 

12 

20. 

See  also  pages  22  aiid  42 

Infectious  Disease —Attack  rates  per  1000 
population — 

Diphtheria 

ITO 

1 02 

F59 

0-74 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 50 

218 

F76 

F89’ 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

0 04 

0 01 

Erysipelas 

0 33 

0 35 

039 

0 25 

Puerperal  Fever... 

— 

— 

— 

0 03 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

032 

0 33 

024 

0 26 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 03 

080 

0 72 

117 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0)2 

012 

0T7 

0 29 

Number  of  Deaths  from 

Diphtheria 

2 

3 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

2 

Measles 

3 

— 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Diphtheria 

0 03 

' 0 04 

0 06 

0 03 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

0 01 

0 01 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

■ — 

0 03 

0 01 

003 

Measles 

0 04 

— 

0 02 

0 04 

^V'hooping  Cough 

007 

0 01 

O'Ol 

001 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 01 

0 03 

0 01 

002 

Vaccination  — Percentage  of  Infants  vaccinated 

*22 

*24 

12 

14 

* January  to  June  only.  t Excluding  Air  Raid  Casualties. 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen 
AND  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 


Ladies  and  Gi:ntlkmen, 

The  Report  which  follows  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  10/44  and  contains  a summary  of  the 
work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Health  Department  of  the 
City  Council  during  the  fourth  complete  year  of  war. 

Nineteen  forty-three  was  less  eventful  than  other  recent  years 
have  been  but  this  did  not  lessen  the  volume  of  activities  in  the 
Department.  We  were  able  to  maintain  and  sometimes  to  augment 
all  our  usual  services,  though  large  scale  extensions  were  not  practicable 
under  the  existing  circumstances.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear, 
however,  that  after  the  war  there  will  be  a demand  for  a wider  and 
more  rapid  development  of  the  social  services,  including  those  relating 
to  health,  than  would  have  seemed  possible  even  two  or  three  years 
ago.  The  various  Committees  have  already  given  a careful  thought  to 
this  matter  and  a number  of  schemes  will  be  ready  to  put  into  force 
as  soon  as  conditions  permit.  The  forthcoming  Education  Act,  and 
legislation  based  on  the  1944  White  Paper  on  a National  Health 
Service  will  both,  of  course,  facilitate  some  of  the  measures  contem- 
plated, but  local  initiative  will  remain  a factor  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

The  general  health  of  the  city  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
there  was  no  abnormal  incidence  of  infectious  disease,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  created  by  the  w'ar.  Our  chief  cause  of  anxiety  has  to  do 
with  the  serious  inadequacy  of  housing  accommodation  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  a large  number  of  families  still  have  to  live  under 
conditions  of  great  discomfort.  Further  references  to  this  will  be 
found  in  the  Report. 

Once  more  I wish  to  record  my  gratitude  for  the  confidence  and 
help  I have  received  from  chairmen  and  members  of  various  com- 
mittees and  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  whole  of  the  staff 
associated  with  Blue  Coat  Hou.se  for  their  loyalty  and  devotion  to 
duty  during  another  strenuous  year. 

I remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 


Bath,  July,  1944, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath 
for  the  Year  1943. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Many  details  to  be  found  in  the  opening  paragraphs  of  pre-war 
Reports  are  again  omitted.  All  the  more  important  statistics  are 
given  in  the  Summary  on  pages  6 and  7 and  in  the  tables  elsewhere 
in  this  Report,  but  attention  is  drawn  here  to  certain  figures  of  special 
interest. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1938,  the  last  complete 
year  before  the  war,  was  68,300.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  1939, 
a considerable  one  to  79,290  in  1940,  and  a further  rise  to  a maximum 
of  nearly  83,000  in  1941.  Since  then  we  have  reverted,  as  far  as  the 
actual  total  is  concerned,  to  a number  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  be  72,910  at  the  middle  of  1943.  Taking  1938  as  100,  we 
can  express  the  population  for  the  six  years  1938-43  as  100,  101.  116, 
122,  112  and  107.  Assuming  the  total  of  births  and  deaths  to  be 
nearly  equal  it  seems  probable  that  the  number  of  those  living  in  Bath 
who  have  come  here  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  is  rather  greater 
than  the  very  large  number  of  pre-war  residents  now  away  on  active 
service.  There  has  doubtless  been  a change  too,  in  the  age  and  sex 
constitution  of  the  population,  but  as  we  have  no  means  of  measuring 
this  the  areal  comparability  factor  of  82  has  again  been  used  in 
calculating  the  death  rate. 

The  birth-rate  has  been  steadily  rising  and  for  1943  was  15'7, 
as  compared  with  14‘9,  13  2 and  12-4,  for  the  three  previous  years. 
These  figures  are  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers.  The 
1943  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16  5. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  as  taking  place  in  Bath, 
not  necessarily  of  Bath  people  was  513.  In  1942  it  was  689.  The 
marriage  rate,  which  had  been  fairly  stable  at  about  16  per  thousand 
population  for  several  years  up  to  1937,  rose  sharply  to  25  in  1939 
and  has  since  declined  to  14-1  in  1943. 
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The  civilian  death-rate  for  1943  was  11.6,  which  is  the  same 
as  for  1942  after  the  fatal  air-raid  casualties  had  been  deducted.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12T. 

The  infant  mortality  was  44,  as  compared  with  an  average 
of  about  43  for  recent  years.  The  1943  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  49  and  for  County  Boroughs  58. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in 
the  form  suggested  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1961. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

...1049 
....  93 

563 

53 

486  1 
40 

Birth  Rate,  15  7 

Stillbirths 

....  37 

21 

16 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births,  3L4 

Deaths 

1026 

434 

592 

Death-rate,  11.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  *1  0 85 

Other  puerperal  causes  1 O' 85 

Total  ...  ...  2 1 70 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate,  37  ; Illegitimate,  118  ; Total,  44. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  144 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  3 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  5 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  9 

* A Bith  woman,  but  death  occurred  in  Devonshire. 


Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  There  is  an  Emergency  Medical  Services 

“ Area  Laboratory  ” at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital 
capable  of  undertaking  all  types  of  work — the  number  of  investigations 
in  1943  was  5070.  Fully  equipped  Laboratories  also  exist  at  the  Royal 
United  and  at  the  Royal  National  Hospitals.  For  details  of  work 
carried  out  for  the  City  Council  at  St.  Martin’s,  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  and  by  the  City  Analyst  see  pages  34-37  and  23. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  For  ordinary  cases  : — City  Council  4,  St.  John 

Ambulance  Association  4,  Red  Cross  Society 
(primarily  for  military,  but  available  for  civilian  cases)  2.  For  infectious 
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cases,  Isolation  Hospital,  1.  In  addition  there  are  10  ambulances, 
connected  with  the  Civil  Defence  Services  and  1 at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital. 

Since  the  amalgamation  of  the  First  Aid  Parties  and  the  Rescue 
Services  on  July  1st,  civilian  ambulance  work  has  been  undertaken  by  a 
separate  whole  time  staff  which,  however,  is  available  for  Civil  Defence 
duties  when  the  need  arises.  In  the  six  months  July-December,  1886 
cases  (1555  removals  and  331  accidents)  were  dealt  with,  the  total 
mileage  covered  being  13,199. 

Nursing  in  the  Home-  Arrangements  with  the  Bath  District  Nursing 

Association  continued  without  change.  During 
1943  the  District  Nurses  made  540  visits  for  the  Council,  the  total 
charge  being  £22.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  work  of  the  City  Midwives 
(see  page  15).  A contribution  of  ^80  was  made  through  the  Health 
Committee.  Nursing  Association  figures:  8 nurses  (excluding  mid- 
wives) paid  21,940  visits  to  898  patients  during  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1944. 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital.  This  Hospital,  by  far  the  largest  in  the  city» 

is  administered  on  behalf  of  the  Counc  f 
by  the  Social  Welfare  Committee.  It  consists  of  two  parts,  the  old 
building  for  civilian  Bath  residents  and  the  new  Emergency  Medical 
Services  wards,  each  having  a maximum  capacity  of  between  400-500  beds 
(see  also  previous  reports).  All  the  medical  and  surgical  facilities  of  an 
up-to-date  hospital  are  available  for  every  patient  in  both  sections. 
During  1943  the  chief  developments  took  place  in  connection  with 
rehabilitation  work,  the  treatment  of  fractures  and  the  maternity  depart- 
ment. Sick  persons  admitted  to  the  city  side  numbered  1,625  and  to  the 
E.M.S.  wards  1,942,  a total  of  3,567.  (The  corresponding  figures  for 
1942  were  1318,  2689  and  4007). 

Other  Hospitals.  No  important  changes  took  place  in  1943  and 

the  position  is  as  described  in  previous  reports. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief.  No  material  changes  in  procedure. 

The  average  number  chargeable 
and,  therefore,  at  risk  (year  ended  31st  March,  1944)  was  308,  as  com- 
pared with  304,  403  and  633  during  the  three  previous  years.  For 
further  details  of  the  medical  services  see  Reports  for  1934  (page  17) 
and  1935  (page  20). 

Other  Poor  Law  Relief.  Average  numbers  chargeable  during  year : — 

At  St.  Martin’s  Hospital  (including  Infirm- 
mary.  Mental,  and  other  wards,  but  not  casuals),  390 ; Children's 
Homes,  39;  at  Special  Schools,  15;  Boarded-out  Children,  21. 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

Except  for  minor  changes  in  the  numbers  of  patients,  the 
position  remains  as  described  on  page  18  of  my  Report  for  1938. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Days  and  Times  of  A'l  'i  enhance. 


See  1 

also 

Monday 

Tuesday 

page 

Infant  Welfare 

Centres ; — 

2.30—4 

‘Blue  Coat  House 

15 

Walcot 

Oldfield  Park  ... 

9.30 

tSouthdown 

»» 

to  1115 

Odd  Down 

»» 

2.30—4 

Ante^Natal  Clinics  : 

45  Rivers  Street 
*Blue  Coat  House  ... 


Post-Natal  ; 

45  Rivers  Street 

*Maternity&  ChildWelfare 


Dental  Clinic 


Mothers 

Special  Clinic  for  ... 

Tuberculosis— 

Dispensary... 

Artificial  Sunlight 

Treatment  ... 

V enereaJ  Diseases  ( R u . H .) 

Men 

Women 

School  Clinics— 

*Inspection 

*Eye 

•Dental 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : | 

•Blue  Coat  House  ...i 
Royal  United  Hospitali 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat! 
Hospital 

•Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

*Orthopa'dic 

After-Care  Clinic  . 

Orthop:r-dic  Hospital 
Massage 

Ultra-Violet  rays 


14 


16 


17 


26 


26 


We’n’day 


2.30—4 


( 10  — 12 
12.30—4 


2.30— 4 

2.30- 4 


Thursday!  Friday 


2.30—4 


; 2. 30— 4 


2.30—4 


10—12 


Saturday 


1st  & 3rd  Wednesdays  of  Month.  1C — 12 


By  appointment 

2—4 
By  appointment 


10—12 


2—4 


10—12 
10  15 
9.30—5 


9.30 

10  0 
2—4.30 


5—6.30 


5—6.30 

2.30 


10—12  — ‘ 10-12  10  - 12 
10.15 

9.30—5  i 9.30—5  9.30  — 5 9.30 — 5 


9.30 


2—4.30  ! 2—4.30 

I 

’ 10—12 
I & 2—4 


9 30  1 9.30 

I 2.0!i 


5— e 30- 


9.30 


10.0  I 10.0 

-4.30  2—4.30  I 9.30 — n 


Daily  by  appointment.  ... 


2.30 


I 


2 30 


llrese  Clinics  are  lield  at  Bluecoat  House. 


t 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  of  I^lontli. 
Monthly  by  appointment. 
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MENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  men  as  well  as  women 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  last  report,  have  worked  satis- 
factorily. Increased  attention  is  being  paid  to  occupational  therapy 
and  excellent  results  are  being  obtained.  A special  room  is  to  be  set 
aside  for  this  purpose  in  1944. 

Of  64  patients  discharged  during  the  year,  33  were  reported  as 
cured,  20  as  improved,  7 as  not  improved  and  4 as  having  died. 

At  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  for  which  the  Mental  Treatment 
Act  Committee  is  jointly  responsible  with  the  Education  Committee, 
there  were  44  new  cases.  The  total  attendances  were  269.  Details 
-are  given  on  pages  14  and  15  of  my  1943  Report  as  School  Medical 
Officer. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(For  number  of  births,  birth-rates,  infant  mortality  and  maternal 
mortality,  see  pages  10  and  43). 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  is  responsible  to 
the  Council  for  carrying  out  a comprehensive  scheme  which  includes  the 
following: — Two  Ante-natal  Clinics  (five  sessions  weekly);  one  Post- 
natal Clinic;  Supervision  of  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Acts; 
Municipal  Midwifery  Service  (with  the  Bath  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion) ; Maternity  Department  (with  16  beds  at  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  and  others  at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital);  Four  Health  Visitors; 
Five  Infant  Welfare  Centres  (six  weekly  sessions  and  one  fortnightly)  ; 
Provision  of  milk  and  nutritional  substances  for  mothers  and  infants; 
Supervision  of  Boarded-out  children  ; Dental  Service;  “Birth  Control  ” 
Clinic  ; Facilities  for  dealing  with  crippling  defects  in  infants; 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  puerperal  pyrexia,  and  certain  other  diseases  , 
and  two  Day  Nurseries. 

A condensed  summary  of  the  work  done  during  1943  is  given 

below. 

A brief  note  about  the  cost  of  our  maternity  work  may  be  of 
interest.  For  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1944,  the  total  expenditure 
of  the  Committee  was  estimated  to  be  about  /^14,000  of  which  about 
;^5,000  would  be  recoverable.  The  balance  of  ^9,000  represents  perhaps 
2k°lo  of  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  net  expenditure.  It  is  approximately 
true  to  say  that  £ 10  was  paid  for  each  of  the  more  than  600  confinements 
in  Hospital,  and  £l  for  each  of  the  213  attended  in  their  homes  by  our 
midwives.  An  average  of  £h  a case  was  contributed  by  the  Hospital 
patients  and  £2  by  the  others,  leaving  a net  cost  to  the  city  of 
about  £b,  or  slightly  less  in  each  group.  These  figures  are  exclusive  of 
government  grant.  For  further  details  see  pages  56~59  of  the  City 
Treasurer’s  Estimates  published  with  the  Council  Minutes  for  March 
1944. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1942. 


Rivers  Street 

Blue  Coat 

Day 

Mon.,  Tues. 

House 

and  Wed. 

Friday 

Time 

2.30—4 

10—12 

Number  of  Sessions  held 

166  (153) 

50  (48) 

Number  of  new  patients 

676  (572) 

150  (126) 

Total  attendances  ... 

3181  (2599) 

796  (647) 

Average  per  session... 

Ante-natal  home  visits  by  City 

19  (17) 

16  (13) 

Midwives 

1339  (1679) 

Proportion  of  new  patients  to  all 

births  registered 

60% 

(53%) 

Post-natal  Clinics.  25  sessions  and  141  attendances  of  patients. 

Ante  Natal  and  Post  natal  supervision  by  private  practitioners. 

See  Report  for  1938,  page  21.  Number  of  claims  during  1943  ; 
54  for  ante-natal  examinations ; 1 for  post-natal. 

MIDWIVES. 

During  1943  the  number  of  midwives  signifying  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  City  was  47.  Of  these,  21  worked  solely  in  Hospitals 
and  6 in  connection  with  nursing  associations.  Of  the  17  private 
midwives  (some  in  nursing  homes),  three  had  69,  44  and  37  cases 
respectively  ; two  had  27  and  21  each  ; three  between  10  and  20  cases 
each  ; and  the  remainder  less  than  10  each. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  1,336 
— last  year  it  was  1 ,040. 

Births  registered  numbered  1,386. 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  on  245  occasions  for  various  emergencies 
in  connection  with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may 
be  grouped  as  follows  : Complications  of  labour,  164  ; Ante-natal  con- 
ditions, 60  ; Post-natal  condition  of  mother,  7 ; Unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  child,  14. 

City  Mid  wives.  The  staff  attended  213  cases  during  1943  (222  in 
1942).  The  net  cost  to  the  City  for  year  ended 
31st  March,  1944,  was  £,945  (£1,114  in  previous  year). 

Medical  Practitioners  called  in  by  Midwives.  Liabilities  under 

Section  14  of  the 

Midwives  Act,  1918,  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1944,  were 
£484  and  tlie  amount  recovered  from  patients,  £267. 
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MATERNITY  BEDS. 

The  City  Council  has  the  right  to  nominate  patients  to  16  beds 
in  the  Royal  United  Hospital— prior  to  June.  1940,  the  number  was  10. 
In  addition  Bath  patients  are  admitted  to  the  maternity  wards  at  St. 
Martin’s  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  Social  Welfare  Committee 
and  during  1943  325  births  took  place  there. 


The  Royal  United  Hospital  figures  for  1943  are  as  follows: — 


* Number  of  new  patients  admitted 

1943 

299 

1942 

278 

Number  of  primipara  included 

190 

165 

Number  of  readmissions 

5 

7 

Number  of  confinements 

298 

273 

Number  of  “ patient-days  ” 

4883 

4821 

Ante-natal 

869 

747 

Confinement  and  after 

4014 

4074 

Total  available 

5840 

5840 

Proportion  actually  used 

84% 

83% 

Maternal  deaths 

1 

1 

Stillbirths 

10 

7 

Deaths  of  infants  within  10  days 

4 

7 

Weekly  maintenance  rate 

£4  6 4 

£4  6 4 

Income  received  from  patients 

£3,641 

£2,489 

* This  figure  refers  to  individual  mothers  admitted  for  the  first  time  (for  that 
pregnancy)  during  the  year.  They  were  not  necessarily  confined  during 
the  year. 

The  figures  given  above  are  taken  from  Health  Office  records.  They  may  differ 
slightly  from  those  of  the  Hospital. 

Patients  admitted  within  three  days  of  birth  of  child  are  not  considered  as  having 
had  ante-natal  treatment.  Otherwise,  treatment  is  counted  as  ante-natal  up 
to  the  day  before  birth. 

According  to  the  Hospital  statistics  midwives  are  responsible  for  actual  deliveries  in 
about  three-quarters  of  all  our  cases. 

Maternal  Mortality.  Two  deaths  occurred,  giving  a rate  of  1-70 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  Average 

5 years,  1939-43  : — Bath,  2-29  ; England  and  Wales,  2 59. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

For  days  and  times  see  page  12.  Figures  for  1943  are  as 


follows  : — 

Blue  Coat 
House  Walcot 

Twerton 

South- 

down 

Odd 

Down 

Numbers  of  sessions 

94 

94 

45 

22 

46 

Attendances  of  children 

3307 

2920 

1394 

506 

1091 

New  cases  included  in  above 

334 

243 

201 

41 

66 

Average  attendance  of  infants 
per  session 

35-2 

31  T 

31-0 

23  0 

23-7 

16 


The  attendances  recorded  above  are  those  in  which  the  child  was 
seen  by  the  doctor.  The  table  shows  that  there  were  9,218  consult- 
ations at  301  sessions,  an  average  of  30'6  per  session,  (In  1942,  the 
figures  were  7,564;  297  ; and  25'5).  In  addition,  there  were  3,898 
visits  of  infants  for  weighing,  renewal  of  milk  applications,  and  so 
forth,  for  whom  a consultation  with  the  doctor  was  not  necessary. 


SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 

Although  large  quantities  of  milk  are  distributed  free,  or  at 
reduced  prices,  under  the  Government  scheme,  a demand  for  various 
special  types  of  dried  milk  continues  and  about  6|  tons  were  distributed 
through  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Most  of  this  was  paid  for  at  cost 
price  by  the  mothers  and  all  of  it  was  sanctioned  by  the  medical  officers. 

Dental  Service.  There  was  no  change  in  the  general  arrangements. 

210  new  and  43  old  maternity  patients  made  983 
attendances  at  89  sessions.  In  addition,  10  children  under  school  age 
made  16  attendances. 

Health  Visitors.  There  was  no  change  in  the  general  arrangements 

The  figures  for  1943  are  : Visits  to  children  under 
one  year,  6,150;  between  one  and  five,  4,711;  others  2,222;  total 
12,083. 

Child  Life  Protection.  (Part  VII  of  Public  Health  Act,  193( ). 


Number  of  Names  > 

Foster  Parents 

Children 

On  Register  at  end  of  1942 

60 

78 

Added  during  the  year 

22 

85 

Removed  during  the  year 

25 

SO 

On  Register  December  31  sf,  1943 

57 

83 

Orthopaedic  Treatment.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee were  re.sponsible  for  the  in-patient 
treatment  of  5 cases,  for  473  attendances  at  the  After-care  Clinic,  and 
232  at  the  Massage  Clinic.  See  also  pages  10  and  11  of  my  Report  as 
School  Medical  Officer. 


Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes 

N arsing 
Homes 

Maternity 

Homes 

19-13 

only 

only 

Homes  removed  from  Register 

3 

1 

Homes  added  to  Register 

1 

0 

Leaving  at  end  of  year... 
Two  changes  of  ownership. 

...  8 

No  appeals. 

o 

Combined 
N nrsing  & 
Maternity 

1 

0 

8 


17 


■**  Birth  Control  ” Clinic-  12  eases  attended  the  Clinic. 

Adoption  of  Children  Act,  1926  27  cases  were  investigated.  25  orders 

were  granted  unconditionally ; 1 for 
an  interim  period  of  three  months  and  later  (in  1944;  unconditionally; 
and  1 an  Interim  Order  for  12  months.  26  applications  were  made 
jointly  by  husband  and  wife  and  in  1 the  husband  was  under  25  years 
of  age.  5 of  the  children  were  under  one  year ; 14  were  between  1 
and  6 ; and  8 between  12  and  16  years.  4 of  them  were  legitimate, 
21  illegitimate,  and  2 of  doubtful  legitimacy.  In  7 cases  the  child 
was  related  to  the  applicants. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  In  Circular  2866  of  October  1943 

the  Ministry  drew  attention  to  the 
special  problems  arising  under  war  conditions  in  regard  to  illegitimate 
children.  Many  of  the  suggestions  for  dealing  with  them  are  already 
being  ca  ried  out  in  Bath,  particularly  in  cases  coming  under  the 
Social  Welfare  Department.  After  carefully  considering  a report 
drawn  up  by  the  Director  of  Social  Welfare  and  myself,  the  Committee 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  which  is  printed  in  full  on 
pages  234-6  of  the  1944  Council  Minutes.  This  provides  in  effect  that 
the  Social  Welfare  Committee  social  worker  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Health  Visitors  shall  extend  the  scope  of  the  help  she  now  gives 
and  shall  make  it  available  to  all,  instead  of  to  some  only,  of  the  cases 
requiring  assistance. 

One  rather  urgent  question  still  remains  unanswered — how 
to  find  residential  acco  nmodation  for  mothers  or  infants  or  both. 
That  there  is  a real  need  for  this  is  evident  both  from  our  own 
experience  and  from  that  of  certain  voluntary  organisations  brought 
into  close  touch  with  this  particular  social  problem.  The  possibility 
of  establishing  a hostel  is  under  consideration. 

It  might  be  mentioned  here  that  the  Victoria  Gibbs  Home 
for  Babies  evacuated  from  Bristol  to  Wiltshire  was  transferred  to 
" Fairfield,”  Newbridge  Hill  in  November.  There  is  accommodation 
for  about  40  babies  under  2,  but  no  places  are  specially  allocated  to 
Bath  children. 

Day  Nurseries.  The  War-time  Day  Nursery  on  the  Lower  Common 
was  open  during  the  whole  year.  We  were  able  to 
close  the  Nursery  at  Harington  Place,  where  the  premises  were  unsuit- 
able, on  October  16th,  1943,  and  to  transfer  the  children  two  days  later 
to  better  accommodation  at  22  New  King  Street.  A new  Nursery  will  be 
opened  in  the  Larkhall  area  as  soon  as  alterations  have  been  completed. 

Lower  Common.  22  New  King  St. 
Accommodation  ...  ...  40  30 

Total  staff  (interchangeable)  11  8 

Average  daily  attendance  ...  36  — 


18 


Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  No  important  new  works  were  undertaken  during  1943.  Al[ 
the  usual  precautions  for  ensuring  the  purity  of  our  water 
were  maintained.  The  frequent  and  regular  analyses  made  at  all  the 
sources  gave  uniformly  satisfactory  results.  There  was  an  adequate 
supply  for  domestic  purposes,  but  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
continue  the  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  for  garden  and  other 
similar  purposes.  An  abnormally  low  rainfall  has  been  the  cause  of 
a good  deal  of  anxiety  which  cannot  be  allayed  until  the  consequent 
deficit  in  the  supply  has  in  some  way  been  made  good. 

There  is  evidence  of  some  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
River  Avon,  to  which  I drew  attention  in  my  last  Report. 

Details  concerning  the  Sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Chief  Inspector’s  Report  on  pages  28  to  39. 


Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

Although,  as  figures  given  below  and  in  later  pages  of  this  Report 
show,  a great  deal  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  housing  matters,  it  is, 
unfortunately,  not  possible  to  record  any  substantial  improvement  in  the 
general  conditions  under  which  so  many  families  in  the  city  have  to  live. 
It  is  true  that  acommendably  large  number  of  dwellings  damaged  in  the 
air-raids  of  1942  have  been  made  habitable  again,  and  that  thefe  has 
been  some  diminution  in  the  population.  On  the  other  hand  the  mere 
passage  of  time,  even  to  the  extent  of  one  year,  often  leads  to  the 
accentuation  of  the  difficulties  as  a result  either  of  an  addition  to  the 
family  or  the  more  urgent  need  for  separate  sleeping  accommodation  for 
growing  children,  or  a further  deterioration  of  an  already  old  and 
unsatisfactory  house. 

In  far  too  many  cases  a family  with  two  or  three  children  has 
to  live  in  two  rooms  in  a small  house  occupied  by  one  or  more  other 
families,  all  sharing  the  one  kitchen.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  while 
this  may  be  tolerable  for  a few  months  the  physical  and  mental  strain 
involved  ultimately  leads  to  serious  discontent  and  unhappiness.  To 
read  through,  as  we  do,  the  details  given  on  scores  and  scores  of  applica- 
tions for  Council  houses  and  to  know  that  for  the  time  being  little  can  be 
done  to  help  is  indeed  a distressing  experience.  Every  possible  prepara- 
tion, however,  is  being  made  by  the  Housing  Committee  for  vigorous 
action  immediately  circumstances  make  this  practicable.  I should  like 
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to  add  that  within  the  limits  of  the  accommodation  which  becomes 
available  recommendations  from  me  on  urgent  health  grounds  are 
always  given  the  most  careful  consideration  by  the  Town  Clerk,  who 
is  responsible  for  the  letting  of  Council  houses. 

(A).  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  Details  of  action  taken  are 
given  in  the  following  table. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

No  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1943, 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  555 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1332 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  137 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (e.xclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  305 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  '■ — 

(a.)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ... 


Continued  on  next  page. 
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(2)  Number  of  ci welling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(b.)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2/  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c.)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  _ ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  DemoWtion  Orders  ...  ...  ...  4 

(d.)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  •••■  • • ••  • ...  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  —Overcrowding. 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  • ....  ....  ....  84 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  90 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  542 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . ..  . ..  ....  ....  ...  69" 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . ..  ...  ....  ....  ..  . ]4 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  70- 


Continued  on  next  page. 
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(d) — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ....  2 

(e) — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  ovetcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  — 

(B).  Unhealthy  Areas. 


As  far  as  actual  achievement  since  1933  is  concerned,  the  position 
a,t  the  end  of  1942  in  regard  to  the  confirmed  areas  was  as  follows; — 


At  end  of 

During 

At  end  of 

1942 

1943 

194.3 

No.  of  persons  displaced 

1227 

1 

1228 

„ ,,  ,,  awaiting  displacement 

73 

— 

72 

,,  ,,  houses  demolished 

201 

32 

233 

„ „ ,,  to  be  demolished 

195 

— 

163 

(C).  Overcrowding.  The  official  figures  for  1943  are  to  be 
found  above. 


Section  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  See  pages  33  to  38. 


Section  F 

I.NFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
hospital  during  1943  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients  is 
given  on  page  42.  On  page  7,  notifications,  attack  rates,  deaths  and 
death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the  figures 
compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details  in 
regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

Diphtheria.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  80  compared  with 
78  in  1942,  57  in  1941,  and  an  average  of  100  for 
the  5 previous  years.  There  were  2 deaths.  As  far  as  we  know, 
4 immunised  children  under  15  suffered  from  diphtheria — 3 were  very 
mild  and  all  did  well. 
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Immunisation.  The  position  at  the  end  of  1943  was  as  follows  ; — 


Immunised. 

Under  5. 

5 — 15  years 

Prior  to  January,  1940 

....  408  . 

816 

January — December,  1940 

....  34 

130 

During  1941 

....  541 

1149 

,.  1942 

....  825 

1288 

.,  1943 

....  613 

682 

Total  6486 

2421 

4065 

These  figures  indicate  that  we  had  dealt  with  about  49%  of 
the  estimated  child  population.  Regular  clinics  continue  to  be  held. 
We  are  now  using  two  injections  of  A.P.T. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  182  (167  in  1942). 
Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  No  notifications  were  received. 

SmalNpox  No  cases.  For  hospital  arrangements  see- Report  for 
1938. 

Puerperal  pyrexia.  23  notifications.  2 patients  received  treatment 
I at  the  Royal  United  Hospital ; 15  at  St.  Martin’s 

Hospital ; 3 at  Maternity  Homes  ; and  3 at  home.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Cerebro-spinai  Fever.  1 Bath  patient  was  notified  and  there  were 

no  deaths.  The  patient  was  treated  at  the 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Measles.  563  cases  were  notified  with  3 deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.  169  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  5 deaths. 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admissions  to 


Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the 

Total  Cases 

Year  1943. 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

182 

163 

— 

Diphtheria 

80 

87* 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

23 

17 

It 

Pneumonia  ... 

24 

4 

1 

Erysipelas 

24 

6 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

2 

— 

Measles 

563 

23 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

159 

10 

5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

* Including  8 “carriers.” 

1 

t See  note, 

1 

page  10. 
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An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will  be  found  on  page  42 
and  for  deaths  on  pages  4D  and  41. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

For  general  arrangements  see  1938  Report,  pages  14  and  42. 
Pathological  examinations  during  1943  were  as  follows  : — 


Examinations 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total. 

be  Diphtheria  Bacillus 

139  742 

881 

ab  Gonococcus 

,...  28 

b Trichomonas 

4 ....  5 

9 

a Wassermann  Reaction 

.... 

...  418 

b Widal  tests 

.... 

2 

be  Faeces 



2 

be  Tubercle  Bacillus — sputum 

47  -..  103 

,...  150 

d Ringworm  Fungus 

— 

4t 

be  Spinal  fluid 

— 

5 

be  Analysis  of  Urine 

— 

....  72 

be  Blood 

.... 

....  44 

he  Others 

.... 

14 

a 

Bristol  University  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine, 

b 

Bath  Central  Laboratory. 

d School  Clinic. 

c 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital. 

* Exact  numbers 

not  available. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


Hospital  Statistics.  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1943 


Cases  admitted  as  : 

City 

Number, 

Rural  Military 

City 

Death-s. 

Rural 

Military 

Diphtheria  ... 

80 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

163 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  Carriers 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Observation  ... 

16 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Chicken-pox 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

23 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

Scabies 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Erysipc.las 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vincent 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Whooping  Cough 
Mumps 

•Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Tonsillitis 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
•German  Measles 

Totals 


City  Rural  Military 

10  I — 

— 1 — 

1 1 — 

1 — — 

1 — — 


339  54  4 


City  Rural  Military 
2 — — 


5 1 


Owing  to  adjustment  in  regard  to  diagnosis  these  figures  may 
not  agree  exactly  with  those  on  page  42.  1943  : Number  of  “ patient- 

days 12,285;  average  daily  number  in  hospital  33’7 ; monthly 
average — maximum  46,  minimum  17. 


On  three  occasions  measles  or  chicken  pox  were  introduced 
from  outside  and  there  were  three  cross  infections  (measles). 


Patients  admitted  by  request  from  other  hospitals,  47;  from  hostels 
and  schools,  12. 

After  the  end  of  June  it  was  found  possible  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  for  admitting  a limited  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  we  had  an  average  of 
five  such  patients  and  this  very  materially  relieved  the  difficult  situation 
caused  by  the  lack  of  sanatorium  beds.  In  carrying  out  treatment  we 
were  able  to  get  the  advice  of  the  Senior  Resident  Medical  Officer  at 
Winsley. 


CANCER 


Further  discussions  took  place  among  the  various  bodies  interested 
in  establishing  a scheme  under  the  Cancer  Act  to  cover  the  three  counties 
of  Somerset,  Wiltshire  and  Gloucestershire,  with  the  associated  county 
boroughs  of  Bristol,  Bath  and  Gloucester.  The  intention  is  to  develop 
a joint  scheme  based  on  Bristol  as  a Centre,  but  allowing  for  local 
variations  to  maet  the  special  needs  of  each  of  the  authorities  concerned. 
A report  submitted  by  me  to  the  Health  Committee  on  December  20th 
included  a provisional  scheme  considered  suitable  for  Bath.  Tnis  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  on  January  4th,  and  will  be  found  set  out  on 
pages  39  and  40  of  the  1944  Council  Minutes.  In  the  meantime  the 
^cilities  referred  to  in  the  scheme  are  already  being  provided  as  far  as 
existing  conditions  allovv  and  some  very  encouraging  results  have  been 
achieved. 

A radiological  out-patient  clinic  staffed  from  the  Bristol  Radium 
Centre  is  held  weekly  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  The  average 
nttendince  is  about  10,  of  which  two  are  new,  and  the  others  observation 
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visits.  Approximately  half  of  the  patients  come  from  the  city  and  half 
from  Wiltshire  and  Somerset.  Bath  patients  needing  radium  or  deep- 
ray  therapy  received  it  as  follows:— at  Royal  United  Hospital  (out- 
patient, deep-ray  only)  20;  at  Bristol,  in-patients  8,  out-paiients  16;, 
at  Kewstoke,  in-patients  7- 

In  addition  to  the  arrangements  just  described,  the  City  Council 
has  for  many  years  provided  assistance  in  the  form  of  home  nursing,, 
dressings,  disinfectants  and  so  forth.  Home  Nursing  undertaken  by  the; 
staff  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  was  paid  for  by  the  Council  for 
13  patients  during  1943,  the  number  of  visits  varying  from  1 to  61,  and 
totalling  398.  7 patients  received  dressings  and  disinfectants. 

BLIND  PERSONS 

Number  on  Register  31st  March,  1944,  155.  About  three-fifths, 
were  in  receipt  of  assistance  from  the  City  Council,  and  20  were  in 
Homes  or  Institutions.  The  net  cost  to  the  City,  after  deducting  £435 
for  sale  of  articles  made  at  the  workshop,  was  £4,206. 

For  further  details  see  separate  report  published  by  the  Bath. 
Society  for  the  Blind. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  general  arrangements  described  on  pages  47  to  50  of  my  1938 
Report  have  not  been  materially  altered.  Although  the  shortage  of 
sanatorium  beds  to  which  I referred  a year  ago  continues  to  be  acute  we 
have  been  able  to  mitigate  its  effect  to  some  extent  by  admitting  selected 
patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Not  only  has  this  been  of  great 
value  from  the  point  of  view'  of  the  immediate  need  but  it  has  shown 
how  useful  it  would  be  to  have  a small  permanent  block  at  the  Hospital 
set  aside  for  this  purpose.  In  any  case  there  will  certainly  have  to 
be  a considerable  development  of  our  tuberculosis  scheme  as  soon  as 
conditions  make  this  at  all  possible,  both  to  provide  suitable  accommoda- 
tion for  the  more  advanced  cases,  of  which  we  have  always  been  short, 
and  to  meet  the  greater  demands  now  imposed  by  modern  methods, 
of  diagnosis  and  treatment.  This  matter  is  receiving  the  careful  and 
anxious  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

An  important  addition  to  the  various  methods  intended  to  dral 
with  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  was  the  Government’s  scheme  for 
financial  assistance  in  suitable  cases  which  was  introduced  in  the  spring 
of  1943  and  was  described  in  Memo.  266  T.  'I'he  steps  taken  to  enable;- 
Bath  patients  to  share  without  delay  in  the  benefits  offered  are  referred 
to  in  detail  in  a Renort  prepared  by  the  I'ow'n  Clerk  and  myself.  This 
is  printed  on  pages  349  to  353  of  the  Council  Minutes  and  was  accepted 
by  the  Council  on  June  1st.  At  the  end  of  the  year  36  patients  were  in 
receipt  of  allowances. 
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There  were  37  deaths  from  pulmonary  and  7 from  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis  (38  and  12  in  1942).  Notifications  numbered  75  pulmonary 
and  9 from  other  forms  (61  and  9 in  1942).  Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  of  Notifications  end  of  1943,  337  (334  in  1942). 

An  analysis  of  notifications  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on 
page  7,  and  a similar  analysis  of  deaths  on  page  40. 

The  Dispensary,  Two,  and  sometimes  three,  sessions  are  held  each 


week  at  26  Charles  Street. 

Patients  referred  to  Dispensary  for  examination  ...  352 

Found  tuberculous  • ■ •••■  43 

Contacts  examined  ...  ••••  80 

Found  tuberculous  • • •••  2 

Total  attendances,  including  above  ••••  ■■■■  1268 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  visits  to  patients  at  home  ...  12 

X-ray  examinations  ■ ...  •••■  • 362 


Milk  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s  expense  to  39  individual 
p>atients  in  1943.  The  cost  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1944,  was 
^73. 

During  the  year  the  City  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  paid  1,530 
effective  home  visits,  as  well  as  being  in  regular  attendance  with  the 
Medical  Officer  at  the  Clinic. 

Sanatorium  Treatment.  Discharges  from: — Winsley,  29;  fit  for 

work  2,  improved  16,  not  improved  11. 
Patients  also  received  treatment  at  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital  ; Dorset  Red  Cross  Children’s  Hospital  at  Sw’anage ; 
St.  Michael’s  Home  at  Axbridge;  Kewstoke  E.M.S.  Hospital ; Papworth 
Village  Settlement;  British  Legion  Village;  St.  Joseph’s  Hospice; 
Beckford  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  near  Warminster  ; and  Ivy  Bank- 
Hospital,  Devon. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  are  done  by  arrangement  at  the 
Winsley  Sanatorium.  During  1943,34  individual  patients  had  412  refills 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

A targe  number  of  persons  in  the  age  groups  in  which  Venereal 
Disease  is  most  prevalent  are  now  in  the  Services  so  that  the  significance 
of  recent  statistical  returns  in  relation  to  those  of  previous  years  is  not 
easy  to  estimate.  Subject  to  this  reservation,  however,  it  is  certainly 
satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  1943  showed  no  further  increase  in 
the  number  of  new  cases  coming  to  our  special  clinic. 

Twelve  notifications  of  persons  supposed  to  have  infected  others 
were  received  by  me  under  F^egulation  33B,  but  as  no  one  person  was 
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named  by  two  informants  the  question  of  legal  action  did  not  arise.  We 
do  what  we  can  to  get  in  touch  with  these  cases  unofficially  in  order 
to  emphasize  the  vital  importance  of  treatment  if  infection  is,  in  fact, 
present. 


1943 

1942 

Average 

1936-40 

Number  of  new  patients 

92j 

92 

66 

*Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances  ... 

1315 

1169 

1163 

+ Average  cost  of  each  attendance 

6/6 

5/10 

7/1 

Total  number  of  “ in-patient”  days 

7 

,0 

21 

NOTES  : — seen  by  Medical  Officer — not  ' intermediate  treatment.’  The 
number  of  irrigations  was  481  (141  in  1942). 

tYear  ended  31st  March,  following. 

JSyphilis,  19;  Gonorrhoea,  22  : Soft  Chancre,  0;  Not  Venereal,  51. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only.  For  details  as  to  the 
number  of  pathological  examinations  made,  see  page  23.  A very 
small -number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere  are 
not  included. 

The  activities  of  the  local  Branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene 
Council  were  to  some  extent  in  abeyance  during  the  year  pending  a 
reorganisation  of  the  work. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1937 

Number  of  medical  examinations  in  1943  was  62,  See  also  page 
51  of  my  1938  Report. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1943. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen 
AND  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  City  during  the  year  1943. 

Detail  statistics  of  the  various  sections  are  enumerated  in  the 
following  pages,  but  I wish  to  refer  here  to  some  of  the  more  important 
factors. 

The  supervision  of  food  premises  was  maintained,  3255  inspections 
being  made  and  468  complaints  were  investigated  in  respect  of  alleged 
unsound  food.  A weekly  report  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Food 
giving  full  details  of  the  various  foodstuffs  condemned,  etc.  Assistance 
was  also  given  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  the  taking  of  samples 
of  milk  in  connection  with  the  National  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  I had 
the  honour  of  reading  a Paper  on  “ Food  Standards  ” at  a meeting 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  held  in  November,  which  was  well 
attended. 

The  inspection  of  houses  repaired  after  damage  by  enemy  action 
necessitated  7841  visits  and  5283  houses  were  certified  as  being  fit  for 
re-occupation. 

In  order  to  furnish  the  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the  Post- 
War  housing  requirements  a preliminary  survey  was  carried  out  and 
as  a result  2335  houses  were  classified  as  suitable  for  inclusion  in 
Clearance  Areas,  407  as  border-line  cases,  and  a further  200  individual 
unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  11.  Housing  Act,  1936. 
In  addition,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  large  numbers  of  houses 
which  although  structurally  sound,  do  not  compljT  with  modern 
housing  standards.  It  will  be  appreciated  therefore  that  there  should 
be  no  delay  in  taking  appropriate  action  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  provide  adequate  housing  accommodation. 

The  whole  of  the  staff  continued  to  render  useful  help  to  the 
Civil  Defence  Service  in  addition  to  their  normal  duties. 

The  following  staff  changes  took  place  : — Miss  K.  E.  Bellerby 
was  appointed  in  place  of  Mrs.  C M.  Bond  who  resigned.  The  services 
of  Mr.  W.  R.  Thomas  who  had  been  engaged  as  a Temporary  District 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  terminated  on  his  obtaining  another  appoint- 
ment but  the  vacancy  was  not  filled  Mr.  J.  D.  Dant  resigned  in 
September  having  obtained  an  appointment  near  London,  and  the 
vacancy  was  filled  by  Mr.  H F.  Binder  who  commenced  his  duties  in 
November,  1943. 
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It  was  an  exceptionally  busy  year  and  I again  desire  to  acknow- 
ledge with  sincere  thanks  the  cordial  support  I have  received  from 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  Dr.  Blackett,, 
and  every  member  of  the  staff. 

I am  also  indebted  to  the  various  officers  of  the  Regional' 
Departments  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Ministry  of  Home  Security  and 
Ministry  of  .Agriculture  for  their  co-operation  on  the  various  duties, 
in  which  we  were  mutually  concerned. 

1 remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A TYLER, 

Bath,  July,  1944.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.. 
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SECTION  I. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING,  SANITARY  WORK,  ETC. 

No.  of  insf>ections  and  re-inspections  in  connection  with  : — 

Housing. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sec.  9-12.  Inspections  ...  190 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  „ Re-inspections  ...  407 

„ „ ,,  ,,  ,,  Re-overcrowding...  337 

Council  House  applications  ...  ...  ...  228 

Houses  of  prospective  tenants  ....  ...  ...  52 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  681 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  1,332 

War  Damaged  Houses ...  ...  ...  ...  7,841 


Total  11,068 

(War  damaged  houses  certified  as  fit  for  occupation  = 5283). 

General, 

Drainage  investigations  ...  ...  ...  1,067 

Drain  testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

Keeping  of  animals  or  poultry  ...  ...  ...  104 

Mortuaries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  50 

Provision  of  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Provision  of  Sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  127 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Rats  and  Mice...  ...  ...  ...  ...  769 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Smoke  nuisances  — industrial  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  ,,  —domestic  ...  ...  ...  4 

Static  Water  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  133 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Vermin — in  Corporation  houses  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  166 

Total  3,371 

Civil  Defence. 

Air  Raid  Shelters  (exc.  \ isits  by  Shelter  Supt.)  ...  210 

Decontamination  (Food  and  Clothing)  ...  ...  268 


Total  478 
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Two  Food  Treatment  Demonstrations  were  held,  one  of  which 
-was  filmed  in  technicolour,  at  which  representatives  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  Ministry  of  Home  Security,  the  Government  Experimental 
Research  Station,  and  several  local  authorities  were  represented. 

Messrs.  VV.  T.  Blake  and  G.  W.  Dhenin  gave  valuable  assistance 
as  lecturers  to  the  Food  Treatment  Squads  and  Mr.  R.  W.  L.  Read  to 
the  Decontamination  of  Clothing  Squads. 


Complaints  : (excluding  complaints  re  food). 
Received  and  investigated 

576 

Notices  Served  : 

Informal 

Formal 

Housing  Act,  1936 

12 

6 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . 

542 

34 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 

100 

1 

Total 

654 

41 

Works  completed,  Nuisances  abated,  etc. 

Additional  sinks  provided 

,,  water-closets  provided 

,,  water  services  and  taps  provided 

Animals — nuisances  from  keeping  of. 

Burst  water-pipes 

Chimneys  repaired 

Dampness  remedied 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Drains  repaired,  unstopped  or  reconstructed 

Dustbins  provided 

Firegrates  repaired  or  removed  . . 

Floors  repaired . . 

Food  stores  provided 
General  internal  repairs. . 

New  Gullies 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Overcrowding  abated 
Premises  disinfected 
,,  disinfested 
,,  ratproofed 

Rainwater  pipes  and  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Roofs  repaired  . . 

Rooms  cleansed  or  redecorated 
Sinks  provided  . . 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired 

Soil  and  Vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

Stairs  repaired  . . 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 


7 

4 

12 

23 

9 

13 

67 
10 

352 
45 
19 
76 

1 

5 
43 

68 

14 

353 
61 

118 

101 

131 

76 

33 

35 

22 

11 

85 
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Washing  facilities  provided 

• • 

15 

Wastepipes  renewed,  repaired  or 

reconstructed 

83 

Waterclosets  repaired  or  renewed. . 

91 

Watercloset  cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed  . . 

48 

Windows  repaired 

• • • • 

48 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  relaid 

• • • • 

40 

Miscellaneous 

. . 

13 

Total 

2132 

Disinfection. 

No.  of 

No. 

of 

premises 

Rooms 

Tuberculosis 

31 

54 

Scarlet  Fever 

158 

180 

Diphtheria 

86 

105 

Cancer 

18 

41 

Scabies 

44 

20 

Other  Diseases 

17 

35 

Total... 

353 

435 

In  addition,  steam  disinfection  of  1430  blankets.  142  mattresses, 
223  pillows  and  pillow  cases,  and  457  other  articles  was  carried  out, 
including  a large  number  on  behalf  of  Civil  Defence  Services,  Home 
Guard,  H.M.  Forces,  Welfare  Hostels  and  Firewatchers. 


Disinfestation. 

Thirteen  Corporation  houses  an’d  35  privately  owned  houses  were 
found  to  be  verminous  and  were  treated  in  the  manner  described  in 
my  Report  for  1938. 


Corporation  Estates. 


Inspection  of  Corporation  Houses  by  Woman  Sanitary  Inspector  : 


Inspections  or  re-inspections 
Number  of  houses  found  to  be  satisfactory 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  unsatisfactory 

(including  24  overcrowded  and  1 verminous) 
Defects  found  and  reported 
Housing  applications  and  transfers  investigated 


507 

463 

44 

21 

12 


Houses  Let-in-Lodgings. 

Owing  to  war-time  difficulties  no  statutory  action  was  taken. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  premises  of  this  type  in  the  City  were  inspected 
periodically  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Thirty-five  visits  were  made  to  sites  upon  which  caravans  had 
been  stationed.  Five  applications  to  use  moveable  dwellings  for 

human  habitation  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  follows  ; 

Refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3* 

Referred  to  City  Engineer  ...  ...  __  1 

Referred  to  Ministry  of  Health  . . ...  1 

*In  one  case  the  applicant  appealed  against  the  Corporation’s 
refusal  to  grant  a licence  but  the  Court  upheld  the  Corporation’s 
decision. 


SECTION  II. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ....  ...  468 

No.  of  inspections  and  re- inspections 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Butchers'  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  595 

Cooked  Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  558 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Fried-fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Meat  Depots  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  498 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  ...  ...  ...  270 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 


Total  3,255 

Informal.  Formal. 

5 1 

9 — 

5 — 

Total  ...  19  1 

Registration  of  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938). 

Newly  Total  now- 

registered  Discontinued  registered 

For  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  sausages  or  potted, 
pressed,  pickled,  or  preserved 
food 


Notices  Served. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936 


2 


62 
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Food  and  Dru^s  Sampling. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  was  230,  which 
represents  approximately  3 per  1000  of  population.  Nineteen  or  8.2. 


per 

cent,  of  the  samples  were  adulterated  as  follows  : — 

No. 

Articles. 

Adulteration. 

2 

Ground  Ginger. 

Contained  36%  Clay. 

15 

Ground  Ginge 

r. 

,,  95%  Clay. 

50 

Milk. 

3%  added  water. 

98 

Meat  Juice. 

Absence  of  Vitamin  “ B 

101 

Gelatine. 

120 

Adulteration  with  varying  amounts 

125 

133 

>» 

of  Arsenic,  Copper  and  Zinc  ; also 

134 

excess  amount  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  in 

135 

148 

t * 

- 

9 9 

samples  125,  133,  134,  135. 

206 

Gravy  Browning. 

Benzoic  Acid  366  p.p  M. 

210 

Cocoa. 

Fat  deficiency  15.9%. 

215 

Gravy  Browning. 

Benzoic  Acid  310  p.p.M. 

216 

Baking  Powder. 

Absence  of  Acid  Component. 

218 

Whisky 

9 degrees  under  proof. 

220 

Sausages. 

Meat  deficiency  13°/^. 

222 

Whisky. 

17  degrees  under  proof. 

233 

Baking  Powder 

Absence  of  Acid  Component. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  samples  15  and  222, 
the  vendor  in  each  case  being  fined  £2  and  ordered  to  pay  £1/1/0 
costs. 


The  unsatisfactory  results  regarding  gelatine  were  apparently 
due  to  the  sale  of  inedible  gelatine  for  edible  use  The  facts  were 
reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  steps  taken  to  prevent  further 
sale  of  the  article. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  respect  ol  the  other  adulterated 
samples. 

In  November,  1943,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  an  Order 
dealing  with  the  Fal.se  Labelling  and  Advertisement  of  Food,  which 
should  be  of  assistance  to  Sampling  Officers. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Five  samples  of  sausages  and  two  of  sausage  meat  were  examined, 
of  which  two  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter  were  found  to 
contain  evidence  of  farcal  contamination.  Appropriate  action  was 
taken  immediately,  in  co-operation  with  a local  pathologist. 
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Contaminated  Foodstuffs. 

An  unusual  case  occurred  in  November,  when  cwts.  of  Pepper 
was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  maggots  of  the  Ptinus  Tectus 
^roup.  The  consignment  was  destroyed  but  a few  weeks  later  similar 
maggots  were  found  in  a consignment  of  cocoa  and  following  a report 
of  the  public  analyst  the  whole  consignment  (7  cwt.)  was  certified  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Food  Poisoning. 

One  report  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  investigated.  Choco- 
late was  suspected  as  being  the  cause  but  upon  investigation  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  the  person  concerned  having 
«aten  a heavy  and  fatty  meal. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  <&c.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-27. 

The  following  47  articles  to  which  preservatives  may  be  added 
in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations  were  submitted  for  analysis  : — 
Beer  6,  Gelatine  12,  Prepared  Starches  15,  Sauce  3,  Sausages  9,  Sausage 
Meat  2. 

In  4 instances  (all  gelatine)  the  permissible  amount  of  Benzoic 
Acid  was  exceeded. 

Two  samples  of  gravy  browning  were  found  to  contain  310 
and  341  parts  per  million,  respectively,  of  Benzoic  Acid  although  its 
presence  is  prohibited  in  this  article. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  these  six  contra- 
ventions. 

In  no  case  was  a sample  found  to  contain  any  of  the  prohibited 
colouring  matters. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds,  Inspections  and  re-inspections  . . . . 54 

Dairies  „ ,,  ,,  ..  ..  246 

Notices  served  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  ..  9 

Vendors  cautioned  for  filling  bottles  other  than  on 

registered  premises  . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  registered  dairymen,  89  viz  : — 

Producers  inside  City  area  . . . . . . 22 

Outside  producers  who  retail  in  City  . . . . 26 

Other  retailers  . . . , . . . . 37 

Wholesalers..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

The  water  supplies  to  three  dairy  farms  were  analysed  and 
two  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  necessary  action  was  taken  to  remedy  the  conditions 
and  subsequent  samples  were  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 
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Milk  (Special  designations)  Order,  1936-'41. 

Eleven  licenses  were  granted  : — 

T.T.  Cert.  T.T.  Accredited  Pasteurised 

Producers’  Eicence  ..  1 ..  — ..  1 ..  — 

Dealers’  2 ..  3 ..  — ..  3 

Pasteurisers’  . — . . — . . — • • 1 

3 ..  3 ..  1 ..  4 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Designated  Milk. 

Twenty-three  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  ex- 
amination on  which  the  Public  Analyst  reported  as  follows : — 


T.T.  Cert.  T.T.  Accredited 
Number  of  samples  14  4 

Failed  Methylene  Blue  Test  — — 1 

Failed  Phosphatase  Test  * * * 

B.  Coli  present  in  3 Tests  13  2 

Bacteria  exceeded  100,000 

per  millilitre  * * * 

■*  Test  not  applicable. 


Pasteurised 

14 

* 

2 

7 

2 


National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme. 

This  scheme  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  a 
view  to  improving  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  During  the  year  210 
samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Advisory  Dairy  Bacteriologist. 
The  results  of  the  tests  are  confidential  to  the  Ministry’s  officials  and 
are  therefore  not  included  in  this  Report. 


Water  Sampling. 

Forty-four  samples  of  water  used  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination 
and  17  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  and  unsafe. 


Source. 

Samples 

Taken. 

Satisfactory . 

Unsafe 

City  Supply. 

11 

11 

0 

Springs. 

29 

14  (a) 

15  (b) 

Wells. 

4 

9 

2 (c) 

(a)  Includes  one  supply  to  a watercress  bed. 


■(b)  In  two  instances  a supply  from  the  City  mahis  was  laid  on 

(Jan.  1944) 

In  two  instances  a supply  from  the  City  mains  was  not  easily 
available  and  upon  instructions  from  the  Health  Committee  the 
tenants  were  advised  to  boil  the  water.  (Arrangements  have 
since  been  made  to  fix  a Warning  Notice  near  each  of  the 
supplies).  Tlie  remainder  were  dealt  with  by  improving  the 
protective  measures  at  the  collecting  points. 
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(c)  A supply  from  the  City  mains  has  been  laid  on  to  both  premises. 

Supplies  to  two  swimming  baths  were  examined  and  both  were 
satisfactory. 

A sample  was  also  taken  from  the  River  Avon  to  ascertain  if 
conditions  were  suitable  for  bathing.  The  report  was  satisfactory. 

Static  Water  Tanks 

In  co-operation  with  the  National  Fire  Service  arrangements, 
were  made  to  treat  the  water  in  these  tanks  with  Copper  Sulphate 
and  thick  oil  in  order  to  destroy  mosquito  larvae. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  in  use  (including  3 basement  bakehouses)  ...  30 


Inspections  or  re-inspections 

...  66 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  limewash 

ing  ... 

...  4 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  other  con 

dilions 

1 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  in  use 

...  24 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 

...  72 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 

...  286 

Contraventions 

Total  Weight  of  Food  Condemned. 

... 

...  0 

Tons  cwts 

qrs  lbs 

In  meat  depots  and  butchers'  shops  ... 

— 7 

2 22 

In  provision  shops,  warehouses,  etc. : 

(al  tinned  foods 

8 19 

0 

(b)  fish 

3 0 

2 

2f 

(c)  other  foods 

4 4 

4 

5 

16  12 

1 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Causes  of  Condemnation,  ® Weight  in  lbs.  during  1943. 


DISEASES  Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves.  Sheep. 

Pigs. 

TOTAL 

Abscessed.  — 

98 



10 

108 

Bruising.  — 

50 



— 

50 

Dropsy  — 

569 

— 3 

— 

572 

Inflammation  — 



— — 

2 

2 

Tumours  — 

5 

-- — 

— 

5 

Tuberculosis  — 

22 

— — 

103 

125 

Total  — 

744 

— 3 

115 

862 

Total  weight  condemned 


7 cwts.  2 qrs.  22  lbs. 
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Public  Flealth  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

None  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  used  for  that  purpose  during 
the  year  but  24  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  private  piggeries  and  in 
each  case  a permit  was  issued  by  the  Food  Executive  Officer.  The 
animals  were  slaughtered  humanely  and  the  carcases  and  organs  were 
inspected. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 


No.  of  licensed  slaughtermen 

• . . 

• . . 

13 

New  licences  issued 

• . . 

• • • 

0 

Licences  renewed 

. . . 

• . . 

6 

Offences  reported 

SECTION  III. 

FACTORIES,  SHOPS,  Etc. 
Factories  and  Workplaces. 

No  of 

0 

Written 

Inspections 

N otices 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

... 

50 

7 

,,  without  mechanical  power... 

33 

2 

Others 

... 

1 

— 

Total 

Defects 

84 

9 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

12 

8 



Overcrowding 

- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

— 

Drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

1 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

3 

2 



Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

_ 

Other  offences 

1 

2 

— 

The  number  of  outworkers  notified  was  3.  The  premises  used 
by  them  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912^36. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  393 

Notices  served  (Informal)  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Forms  and  Notices  provided  as  result  of  notices  ...  ...  1 

Means  of  heating  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  1 

Washing  facilities  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  1 
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SHOPS  (SUNDAY  TRADING  RESTRICTIONS)  ACT.  1936. 

No  complaints  were  received  and  no  contraventions  observed. 

THEATRES,  CINEMAS,  Etc. 

Fifty  inspections  were  made.  Conditions  were  satisfactory. 

SECTION  IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Very  few- smoke  nuisances  occurred  during  the  year,  no  doubt 
due  to  there  being  a good  response  to  the  Government’s  appeal  for 
saving  fuel  and  power.  Two  cases  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Fuel 
and  Power  whose  officers  after  inspecting  the  steam-plants  concerned 
agreed  to  leave  the  matter  in  my  hands.  The  nuisances  which  did  arise 
necessitated  20  visits  (16  to  industrial  premises  and  4 to  private  homes). 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT.  1919. 


Complaints  received  and  investigated  ... 

129 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 

769 

Notices  served.  (Informal  100.  Formal  l). 

«... 

101 

Defective  sewers  repaired  ... 

«•* 

20 

,,  sewer  connections  repaired  ... 

9 

,,  private  drains  repaired 

... 

23 

Intercepting  trap  stoppers  replaced 

13 

Accumulations  removed 

• . . 

21 

Premises  rat-proofed 

84 

Water  storage  cisterns  abolished 

... 

1 

Drains  tested  by  smoke 

... 

6 

,,  ,,  ,,  chemicals 

... 

83 

Cases  where  use  of  traps  advised 

41 

Red  Squill  baits  laid 

24 

Barium  Carbonate  baits  laid 

... 

30 

Phosphorous  baits  laid 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

32 

Six  offensive  trades  were  in  use. 

Rag  dealers 

2 

Rag  and  marine  store 

... 

3 

Rabbit  Skin  dealers 

1 

Total  number  of  re- inspections  ...  ...  ...  39 
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+ Excluding  Patients  from  outside  the  City  Area  ’Including  8 “carriers.” 

Note — A Summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  Number  of  Notifications,  Number  of  Deaths,  Incidence  and  Death  Rates  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  will  be  found  on  page?,  an  analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Age  Periods  on  pages  40  and  41,  and  a further  note 
in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  on  page  26. 


